
The southern sky is one of the strongest practical challenges to flat-earth maps. Observers in the
southern hemisphere see a coherent sky centered around the south celestial pole, while northern
observers see a different sky centered around Polaris.

In the north, stars appear to rotate around the north celestial pole near Polaris. In the south, stars
appear to rotate around the south celestial pole. The apparent direction of rotation reverses
between hemispheres.

The altitude of the visible celestial pole above the horizon is approximately equal to the observer’s
latitude. This works in both hemispheres and changes continuously as you travel north or south.

Near the equator, both celestial poles sit near opposite horizons and stars rise and set in steep
arcs. This is exactly what a spherical Earth predicts.

A flat map can place stars wherever it wants, but it must explain simultaneous observations from
different continents. Southern observers in South America, Africa and Australia can face south and
see the same southern sky from different directions. That is natural on a globe and deeply
awkward on most flat-earth layouts.
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Compare observers in southern South America, southern Africa, and Australia. They can all face
generally south and observe the southern celestial pole region. On many flat-earth maps those
observers point in very different outward directions, which makes the shared southern sky difficult
to explain.

Long-exposure photos show stars circling the south celestial pole in the southern hemisphere and
circling the north celestial pole in the northern hemisphere. Near the equator, both poles sit near
the horizon. This is exactly the transition expected on a sphere.

Your latitude and longitude.
The direction your camera faces.
The angle of the celestial pole above the horizon.
The apparent rotation direction over time.

This is a great topic for curious readers because it does not require trusting a space agency. It only
requires looking up at night from different places on Earth.
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