Flat Meme Extravaganza

Here is our collection of flat earth memes — fully debunked, lightly roasted and carefully separated
from actual evidence.

Why Memes Work

Memes compress an argument into a punchline. That makes them memorable, but it also makes
them dangerous. A meme can skip the definitions, hide the scale problem and make a false
comparison feel obvious before anyone has checked the math.

Common Meme Patterns

e The tiny diagram problem: Earth, Sun and Moon are drawn at cartoon scale, then the
cartoon is treated like evidence.

e The “looks flat to me” move: local human perspective is mistaken for global geometry.

e The fake gotcha: one misunderstood photo or quote is framed as if it overturns
astronomy, navigation and physics.

e The conspiracy shortcut: missing evidence is replaced with “they are hiding it.”
Convenient, but not explanatory.

How to Debunk a Meme

First, translate the meme into a claim. Second, identify the assumption doing the work. Third,
compare that assumption with real measurements. If the meme cannot survive being written as a
normal sentence, it was never an argument; it was a vibe wearing sunglasses.

The Fun Part

Humor belongs here because absurd claims often deserve absurd packaging. The rule is that the
joke should point toward the explanation, not replace it. Laugh, then check the scale, the source
and the math.



Sample Meme Debunks

Memes can be useful teaching tools when they are treated as claim prompts instead of evidence.
Each sample below turns a common meme-style gotcha into a specific claim, then answers it with
the simplest relevant principle.

“If Earth spins 1,000 mph, why don’t we fly off?”

44 Meme claim: “Earth spins faster than a jet. You should feel it.”

What it misses: We feel acceleration, not steady speed. Earth’s rotation changes our direction
very slowly over a huge radius. The centrifugal effect exists, but at the equator it reduces apparent
weight by only about 0.34%.

Better punchline: “Speed sounds scary until you ask about acceleration.”

“Water always finds its level.”

44 Meme claim: “Oceans can’t curve because water is level.”

What it misses: “Level” means perpendicular to the local direction of gravity. On a spherical
Earth, gravity points toward Earth’s center, so the ocean surface follows an equipotential surface
that is locally level everywhere but globally curved.

Better punchline: “Level is local. Earth is large.”

“Show me the curve.”

44 Meme claim: “If the Earth were curved, it would be obvious from my
backyard.”

What it misses: Human-scale views are tiny compared with Earth’s radius. Curvature becomes
obvious through cumulative effects: horizon distance, hidden bottoms of distant objects, changing
star fields, time zones, flight routes and shadow-angle differences.



Better punchline: “A basketball looks flat to an ant, too.”

“NASA made the globe.”

44 Meme claim: “The globe is a modern space-agency story.”

What it misses: Earth’s spherical shape was known long before NASA. Ancient eclipses, latitude-
dependent stars, Eratosthenes’ shadow measurement, navigation and circumnavigation all predate
spaceflight.

Better punchline: “NASA didn’t invent geometry.”
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